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1. Key Highlights 
 
 

Weather Conditions:  During February 2024 all parts of South West Ethiopia and Central 

Ethiopia, except pocket places all parts of Sidama and South Ethiopia regions, most parts of Central, 

Western and parts of Southern Oromia, most parts of Amhara and Gambella, some parts of 

Southern Tigray, few places of Eastern Benshangul Gumuz, some parts of Western Afar and Hareri 

Regions experienced normal and above normal amount of rainfall; while the rest most parts of 

eastern half and northwestern parts of the country had below-normal rainfall. According to 

Ethiopia Meteorology Institute March 2024 forecast, after mid March 2024 the amount and 

distribution of rainfall gradually intensify and cover most areas particularly over South and 

Southeast parts of the country.  

Crop Condition: Meher season crop production has been completed and gown crops were 

harvested and threshed in most parts of the country's Regions. According to the regional EW 

report, Bega season irrigation farming has been started and continued in Sidama, South West 

Ethiopia, South Ethiopia and Central Ethiopia. 

 Livestock Condition: Pasture and water supplies are normal in sidama, SWEP and South Ethiopia 

Region, while in connection with the dry months, there is a shortage of animal fodder and pasture 

in Harer, Dire Dawa and Benshangul Gumuz Region.  But in Tigray, Amhara and Afar Region there is 

a shortage of animal feed and drinking water. In those region rivers and springs dried up due to 

problems related to the drought drinking water and grazing for animals are at a low level. Except 

Oromia region which is reported about 1000 cattle have been infected with Lumpy Skin Disease 

(LSD) in Gida Woreda of Eastern Welega. In West Guji, due to Anthrax disease, 33 cattle died in Suro 

Berguda and 10 cattle died in Karcha Woredas, no epidemic animal diseases reported other region 

during the specified period. 
 

  Nutrition, Health and Water: From August 27, 2022, to February 26, 2024, Ethiopia experienced a 

cholera outbreak affecting 320 Woredas with 36,061 cases and 515 deaths reported, the majority 

being in Somali and Oromia regions. Interventions such as surveillance, WaSH activities, and 

vaccination campaigns have been implemented to curb the outbreak. Additionally, a measles 

outbreak resulted in 52,904 cases and 424 deaths, mainly in Oromia, SWE, Somali, Amhara, and 

South Ethiopia regions, with children under 5 being most affected. The country also faced a malaria 

epidemic with 705,054 cases and 153 deaths recorded, while nutrition-wise, there were 38,263 

SAM cases, and 132,226 MAM cases and efforts were made to address malnutrition in under 5 

years of age children and pregnant and lactating women. In Sidama, Central Ethiopia, and Southern 

Ethiopia People's Region, there are minor issues with water supply due to pipe failures and limited 

coverage, but no major problems were reported. Tigray Region continues to struggle with severe 

water shortages caused by war and drought, with communities resorting to using pond water. 
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1. Key Highlights Continued... 
 
 

Market Prices: In February, the market supply of staple foods increased in some regions, for some 

regions it is relatively similar to the last month. While supply has shown a decline in most Regions. 

Regarding the price of food grains, particularly main staple food grain is increased in most regions 

whereas in some regions it is relatively similar to the last month. The Supply of livestock is similar in 

Amhara and Oromia Region relative to the last month. The price of livestock increases in the South 

Ethiopia, South West Ethiopia Peoples, Oromia, Central Ethiopia and Sidama Region. Both the supply 

and price are relatively similar to the last month in Hareri, Amhara, Afar and Dire Dawa City 

Administration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

2.  Weather Conditions 
     
2.1   February, 2024 Weather Assessment 
 
 

In February 2024, significant precipitation exceeding 

61 mm was observed in all parts of South West 

Ethiopia, western half of South Ethiopia, parts of 

western Oromia and few places of Central Oromia, 

some places of Eastern Gambella and pocket places of 

Northeastern Amhara and Central Ethiopia Regions. 

Parts of Northeastern, Central, Southwestern, Eastern 

and Southern were received ranging from 6-61mm 

amount of rainfall. The rest most parts of 

Southeastern, Eastern, Northwestern, Northern and 

Western as well as parts of Northeastern were 

received below 5mm or no rainfall. Throughout the 

month, heavy rainfall exceeding 30mm per day 

recorded in some locations of Southern Ethiopia 

Region, South West Ethiopia, Eastern Amhara,  

Oromia Region and Addis Ababa. 

 
Fig1. Rainfall distribution for February, 2024 (source: EMI)  

 

Most parts of Southwestern, Southern, Northeastern 

and Central had greater than three rainy days, while 

the remaining areas experienced below   two rainy days 

or hadn’t  rain in the area. 

In the month of March 2024, all parts of South West 

Ethiopia and Central Ethiopia, except pocket places all 

parts of Sidama and South Ethiopia regions, most parts 

of central and parts of southern and western Oromia, 

most parts of Amhara and Gambella, some parts of 

Southern Tigray, few places of Eastern Benshangul 

Gumuz, some parts of Western Afar and Hareri Regions 

were experienced normal and above normal amount of 

rainfall; while the rest most parts of eastern half and 

parts of northwestern, northern and western the 

country had below-normal rainfall (Fig 2.) 

 

 
  Fig2. Percent of normal rainfall distribution in    February 
2024. (Source EMI) 

 
2.2 Weather Outlook for March, 2024 

Under normal circumstances the month of March is a 

time which Belg rainfall producing meteorological 

phenomena hold to their normal positions and get 

stronger, especially in Belg crop growing areas. 

Moreover due to the development of strong cloud 

deposit, there is wide spread and better amount of 

rainfall over Belg benefiting areas of the country. 

According to Ethiopia Meteorology Institute forecast 

rain producing meteorological phenomena in the 

coming month of March 2024, especially in the central, 

northeastern, eastern and southwestern parts of the 

country will be getting stronger. Therefore, especially 

after mid of the month, it is gradually expanding in 

amount and distribution over the south and 

southeastern. 

 
Fig1. Rainfall distribution for March1-31, 2024 (source: EMI)  
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3.  Crop and Livestock Conditions 
   

3.1. Crop Conditions 

3.1.1 Crop Production Prospects 

Meher season crop production has been completed and 

gown crops were harvested and threshed in most parts of 

the countries.  

Bega season irrigation production  

According to the regional EW report, Bega season 

irrigation farming has been started and continued in the 

following regions of the country. 

However, close follow-up and necessary support should 

be strengthened in areas that have low irrigation 

production performance such as Benishangul Gumuz, 

Gambela, Amhara, Oromia, Somali, and the Afar regions 

that have a huge irrigation potential that could 

significantly contribute to the food security and price 

stability of food crops in these areas and to the entire 

country. 

3.1.2 Crop Pests and Diseases  

The suitable weather conditions during the month have 

favored regular pest occurrence on the growing crops in 

some parts of the country.  

Sidama Region: In different Woredas of the region, 52,385 

hectares of various kinds of vegetables and other crops 

were affected by Aphids and rust diseases, and chemical 

control measure was carried out on 14,698 hectares by 

using 734 liters and 11023 kg of power of chemical input. 

Central Ethiopia Region: The report sent from the region 

indicated that in Hadero Tunto Woreda of Kembata Zone, 

61.75 ha of growing crops of wheat with irrigation were 

infested with rust disease. 

South West Ethiopia People Region: Rust disease has 

occurred on 70.5 hectares of irrigated wheat fields in 

Hameni, Yertachti, and Shembo Cluster of Ginbo, Woreda 

of Kefa Zone and control measure was undertaken on 34.5 

hectares and the rest 36 hectares of affected fields are 

being controlled. Additionally, in Dawro Zone wheat rust 

disease has occurred on 112 hectares, and now it is 

controlled with tilt chemical spray. 

3.2 Livestock Conditions 

3.2.1 Livestock Body Condition 

Sidama Region: The region's report indicates that there is 

no problem with animal grazing, fodder, and water supply. 

SWEP Region: Livestock feed and water supply is close 

compared to the normal season. 

Southern Ethiopia Region: - The report indicates that the 

moisture in most areas of the region has created favorable 

conditions for animal fodder/pasture and water supply 

and the supply of fodder is also improving due to crop 

yield. However, in the South Omo Zone, the pasture 

condition is predicted to be decreased in some Woredas, 

especially in lowland Kebeles of Natsimai Woreda, such as 

Wurr, Asonda, Shala, Befo, Gone, and Olo Kebeles. The 

report received shows that the status of animals is good. 

Tigray Region: the regional information indicates that 

there is a shortage of feed/pasture and water supply in 

most of the Woredas of the region due to the drought, 

and the lack of feed market supply. The rivers and springs 

dried up and the cattle currently drink water only 3 times 

a week and they are traveling for up to 7 hours. As of the 

regional report, the supply of fodder/pasture and water 

for animals is worse than usual. The straw/waste product 

bought by traders from different areas is being sold for 

700 Birr per quintal. The biggest problem is that the 

supply of fodder in the market is decreasing and the price 

S
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is increasing. In many areas of the region affected by 

drought, the body condition of animals is currently at a 

low body condition. 

Oromia Region: there is a shortage of grazing/fodder and 

water supply in West Arsi in Siraro, Shala, Nesebo and 

Negele Woredas, in 5 lowland Woredas of Bale such as 

Delo Mana, Gura Damole, Harana Buluk, Barbare and 

Goro Woredas, in East Shewa in Fantalle Woreda and in 

West Guji in 3 lowland Woredas.  The status of livestock 

body condition has decreased in Bale lowland Woredas 

and West Arsi Woredas. The region's report shows that 

there is a threat of movement in the 3 lowland Woredas 

of West Guji from next month due to lack of pasture and 

water.  

Amhara Region: In the Woredas and Kebeles located in 5 

Zones in the region, due to problems related to the 

drought drinking water and grazing for animals are at a 

low level. South Gondar in five Woredas which is Thach 

Gayint, Lay Gayint, Meketewa, Ebinat, and Sede Muja, in 

the Waghemra Zone in 3 Woredas Sahala, Abergele and 

Zukoala, in 4 Woredas of South Wollo Zone which are 

Argoba, Kalu, Kutaber and Lege Hida, in 4 Woredas of 

North Wollo Zone which are Gazo, Wadila and Angot, in 

North Shewa in 3 Woredas Berehet, Menjar and Mida, 

North Gondar Zone 3 Woredas Telemt, Adarkai and 

Janamora, Central Gondar in 2 Woredas Kinfaz, Gela and 

East Belesa that livestock drinking water and fodder 

shortage is continue. In those Zones and Woredas where 

animal body condition is low due to lack of drinking water 

and fodder associated with the drought animal body 

position is low. In other Zones of the region, animal body 

condition is better and average. 

Dire Dawa City Administration: Data shows that natural 

grazing is decreasing in lowland areas. 

Harari Region: The region's information indicates that 

there is a shortage of animal feed and water supply in the 

region in some areas. 

Afar Region: - There is less pasture/fodder in the region 

and due to this, animals are suffering from various 

diseases and death due to lack of fodder. Regarding water 

supply, it is stated that it is low due to lack of rain. It has 

been stated that the body condition of animal grazing and 

water supply is low in all Zones and Woredas due to the 

lack of rain which has caused severe drought in the area. 

The body condition of animals shows that the condition of 

the animals is poor due to the lack of rain in the region. 

Benshangul Gumz Region: In connection with the dry 

months, there is a shortage of animal fodder, especially in 

the coastal Woredas of the region where the rains are 

short. The information received from the region shows 

that most of the rivers that flow in Kiremt dry up in Bega, 

so there is limited drinking water for animals. 

3.2.2 Livestock Disease Outbreak 

In the regions of Sidama, Southwest Ethiopia, Central 

Ethiopia, Southern Ethiopia, Amhara, Somali, Harer, Afar, 

Benshangul Gumz and Dire Dawa City Administration have 

reported no epidemic animal diseases during the specified 

period, with only occasional or normal diseases present in 

some areas. 

Oromia Region: About 1000 cattle have been infected 

with Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD) in Gida Woreda of Eastern 

Welega. In West Guji, due to Anthrax disease, 33 cattle 

died in Suro Berguda and 10 cattle died in Karcha 

Woredas. 
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       4. Nutrition, Human Health, and Water availability 
 
4.1. Nutrition 

 There was a total of 38,263 SAM cases and 46 

Deaths reported starting from epiweek 1 to 7,2024. 

 In epi-week 7, there were 5,082 under 5 years of 

age SAM cases and 9 deaths were reported. 

 A total of 132,226 under 5 years of age MAM cases 

were reported in 2024. 

 In epi-week 7,2024 there were a total of 9,494 

under 5 years  of age MAM cases reported. 

 Similarly 71,013 MAM pregnant and lactating 

women 

 were reportedfromepiweek1-7, 2024. 

 In epi-week 7,2024 6,570 MAM in pregnant and 

lactating women were reported. 

 
 
Fig .1 Total Under 5 years of age SAM case by region and top 

10 reporting Woredas in epi week 07, 2024 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.2. Human Health Situation 
 Cholera Outbreak 

From August 27, 2022, to February 26, 2024, a total of 

320 Woredas in Ethiopia were affected by a cholera 

outbreak, with the current situation still ongoing in 53 

Woredas nationwide. The majority of active cases were 

concentrated in the Somali and Oromia regions, 

accounting for 73.58% of affected areas. During this 

period, there were 36,061 total cases and 515 deaths 

reported. Of these cases, Somali had the highest 

percentage at 60.40%, followed by Oromia at 29% and 

Dire Dawa at 7%. Between February 19 and 26, 2024, 

there were 826 cases and 3 deaths reported, with 465 

cases being new cases and the remainder being 

previously reported cases. 
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Figure 2: Cholera case disaggregated by region in Ethiopia, 26 

February 2024. 

 

Map 1: Cholera outbreak status by Woreda, 26 Feb 2024 

Measles Outbreak Situation 

Between August 12, 2021 and February 26, 2024, a total 

of 352 Woredas in Ethiopia were affected by a disease 

outbreak, resulting in 52,904 reported cases and 424 

deaths with a case fatality rate (CFR) of 0.80%. From 

January 1, 2023 to February 26, 2024, there were 42,071 

reported cases and 312 deaths, with a CFR of 0.74%. The 

majority of cases, 86.53%, were reported in five regions: 

Oromia, SWE, Somali, Amhara, and South Ethiopia. Of the 

cases reported from August 12, 2023 to February 26, 

2024, 53.62% were children under the age of 5, with 

31.62% of them being unvaccinated. As of January 29, 

2024, there were 69 new cases reported with no deaths. 

Currently, the outbreak is active in 71 Woredas, showing 

an increase from the previous week. 

 

Map 2: Case distribution in Ethiopia, 26 Feb 2024 

 

In response to the measles outbreak in Ethiopia, 

efforts have been made to conduct nationwide and 

targeted vaccination campaigns, provide catch-up 

vaccinations for children, enhance surveillance, 

intensify routine immunization activities, offer case 

management and nutritional support, conduct 

outbreak investigations, and engage in risk 

communication and community mobilization. 

Challenges such as delays in vaccine shipments, 

security issues, data collection difficulties, shortages 

of vaccines and funds, delayed detection of outbreaks, 

and lack of local support have been faced. Despite 

these obstacles, ongoing efforts are focused on 

overcoming challenges to effectively respond to the 

outbreak and prevent further spread of the disease. 

Malaria Epidemic Situation 

A total of 705,054 malaria cases and 153 deaths were 

recorded in the country between epi weeks 1 to 7 in 

2024. In epi-week 7 alone, there were 89,287 cases 

and 10 deaths reported. When comparing epi week 7 

with the previous week, there was no significant 

change in malaria cases. The majority of cases in epi-

week 7 came from four regions - Oromia, Amhara, 

SWEPRS, and South Ethiopia, accounting for over 

75.66% of all cases. However, Gambella had a higher 

distribution of cases per 100,000 population. Out of 

the total cases reported in epi-week 7, 95.81% were 

lab-confirmed, with Plasmodium falciparum being 

responsible for 60.74% of these cases. Across the 
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country, 1392 Woredas reported at least one case of 

malaria during the week. 

 

 

Map3: Malaria Case Distribution in Ethiopia, 2024 

 

Figure 3: Malaria caseload by region in the first 4-7 weeks of 

2024 in Ethiopia. 

Response activities implemented so far have included 

coordinating the malaria epidemic response with other 

vector-borne outbreaks, establishing a Pandemic and 

drought-related health response emergency operation 

center, conducting regular virtual meetings with regions to 

monitor response activities, facilitating the delivery of 

malaria commodities for regions through partnerships, 

following up on public health emergencies surveillance 

and response activities in zones, providing weekly 

feedback based on surveillance reports, and offering 

regular support by assigned Public Health Emergency 

Management Officers at lower levels. Surveillance efforts 

have involved reviewing malaria case records in health 

facilities, monitoring breeding sites, and conducting larval 

source reduction in high burdened zones to control 

vectors. 

4.3 Human Drinking Water 

Sidama Region: The region's data indicates that there 

was no problem with the drinking water supply during 

the mentioned period. 

Central Ethiopia Region: -There is no major problem 

apart from the shortage caused by the failure of water 

pipes which is regularly seen in the zones and woredas 

of the region. To overcome these and similar 

problems, two water facilities have been repaired and 

started providing services to the community. The 

drinking water supply in the Halaba Zone especially in 

in WeraDijo and Atoti Ulo woredas is reported that 

the communities are forced to go a long distance to 

fetch water. 

Southern Ethiopia People's Region: Apart from the 

problems associated with the shortage and limited 

water coverage due to the failure of water pipes, 

there is no significant problem. In addition, to help 

prevent contaminated water due to various reasons, 

the relevant body should monitor the distribution and 

use of resources for water treatment. 

Southwest Ethiopia Region: -the regional report 

indicated that the problem of clean drinking water is 

high in both rural and urban areas. 

Tigray Region: The region's water infrastructure has 

been destroyed due to the war and the current 

ongoing drought thus the severe water shortage faced 

by the region this year is still a problem. The 

community living in the kebeles, where the drought is 

severe, mostly uses pond water used by animals. 
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         5. Food Assistance   

 

Based on the findings of the Meher Assessment 

result the Ethiopian government, working together 

with OCHA (Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs), published the Humanitarian 

Response Plan for 2024 in February. 

This Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) provides an 

overview of the response planned for 2024 using the 

information available as of the beginning of the year. 

Regular situational and response monitoring will be 

carried out throughout the year and will help assess 

the evolution of the humanitarian situation, needs 

and response and may lead to updates to the figures 

presented in this HRP. This indicates that 10.4 million 

people are to targeted for food assistance; therefore, 

the Ethiopian Disaster Risk Management 

commission's and the partners' subsequent 

responses will be dependent on the authorized (HRP) 

document.  

On the basis of this currently, a few regions 

regions—including Tigray, Southern Ethiopia, and 

Central Ethiopia are submitting their requests for 

responses in accordance with the recently 

authorized (HRP) document. And the February 

month food response started by allocating the food 

items for those food targeted population and further 

processes are ongoing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



10 
 

 
   6. Market Prices  
   

      6.1 Staple food and livestock prices 

 

Regarding to the price of food grains, in Sidama 

Region (teff, barley, haricot bean, white teff, and 

pea), has shown slight increment, while price of 

maize, mixed teff, wheat, bean, qocho and Qshir 

coffee is slightly decreased. Similarly livestock (ox, 

cow and sheep) has shown increment.  

Central Ethiopia: - supply has shown increment on 

main staple food crops. Similarly price is also 

increased. Regarding to livestock price, price of ox 

relatively has shown decrement, while cow, sheep 

and goat price has shown increment. 

South West Ethiopia People: - price of main food 

grain mostly increased in the region. While 

livestock price (cow and ox) has shown slight 

decrement. 

Oromia Region: - As per the region report, in most 

parts of the region food crops and livestock supply 

has no change. But price has decreased as 

compared to the previous month. 

Amhara:- Grain supply is lower in Central Gonder (2 

Woredas), Waghemra, Awi, NorthWollo(2 Woredas), 

South Gonder (6 Woredas), South Wollo (2 Woredas. 

While North Wollo (4 Woredas) and North Gonder 

has better supply. For other Zones supply is average 

compared to the last month. Regarding to food grain 

price, in North Shoa, West Gonder, North Wollo (3 

Woredas), North Gonder, Central Gonder, Oromo 

Zone, Awi, South Wello and Waghemra Zones price 

has shown slight increment on some type of grains. 

While it has shown slight decrement in South 

Gonder, North Gonder, South Wollo and West 

Gonder Zones.  For the rest Zones price is similar 

compared to the previous week. The Supply of 

livestock is lower in South Gonder (5 Woredas) and 

in Central Gonder (2 Woredas). In North Wollo and 

North Gonder has better supply. In the rest Zones 

supply is average. Livestock price has shown 

decrement in West Gonder, Waghemra, North Wollo 

and South Gonder as compared to the last reported 

period. In the rest Zones price is similar and close to 

the previous period.  

Somale:- price in the region, for instance Camel 

(36,500-19,500Birr), ox (28,000-10,500 Birr), Shoat 

(5,600-4,600 birr), rice (3,850 birr), sorghum (6,000 

birr), wheat (5,700 birr), maize (5,600), oil (1,250 

birr/lt), camel milk (190 birr/lt) and cow milk (160 

birr/lt) as the region report indicative. 

Dire Dawa City Administration: - Grain price is 

mostly similar from the previous period and supply 

is close compared to the previous week and price of 

livestock is similar compared to the previous. 

Harer: - Regarding to price, for instance teff 12, 

5000, sorghum 6,500, wheat 7,500 and maize 5,000 

birr, ox 11,500-45,000, goat 12,000-4000 has been 

sold. 

Afar: - Some types of food item current price shows 

slight increment, for instance price of maize, wheat 

and goat and sheep is increased.  

Tigray: - As the region report indicative, grain price 

increased because of low supply, for instance wheat 

from 8,500 to 9,000, barley from 7,500to 9,000, teff 

from 12,000 to 13,500 while livestock price 

decreased e.g. Ox 35,000-32,000, cow 35,000-

30,000 and shoat 4,000-3,000 birr.  

Benshangul Gumuz:- Based on the region report 

both food grain and livestock price is vary from Zone 

to Zone. For instance price of maize in Assassa Zone 

is 4,478 birr but in Metekel Zone the price is 3,300 

birr.
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7. Damages Reported in February, 2024 
 
 

Different climate induced and human made damages were reported in several areas of the country during the month, 
such as Hailstorm, heavy fall, drought, Conflict and fire which affected the lives and livelihoods of vulnerable 
communities. 
 
    Conflict 

 Due to conflict 2 people died in South Ethiopia 

Kore Zone of Goroka Woreda, in Gamo Zone 

Gerese Woreda 47 people have been affected 

and 7 houses burned. In addition cattle raid 

caused human death in Basketo special Zone. 

 In Tigray Region 12, 200 people have been 

displaced from bordering Woredas of Eritrea 

and Western and Northwestern parts of the 

region. 

  Amhara Region schools are closed due to 

conflict in North Shoa (Antsokiya and Moretna 

Juru) and in North Wollo (Gidan) Woredas 

respectively. 

       Fire 

 Fire causes damage on infrastructure and 

injured people in South Ethiopia Region in 

Gamo Zone Qogota and Garta Marta Woredas, 

a total of 21 people has been affected. 

 In Central Region Silte Zone 120 houses injured, 

Halaba Zone Wira Woreda 2HH (23 people) 

affected, in Gurage Zone Gumerna Ezhe 

Woreda 53 people has been affected. 

 In Oromia Region due to fire incident 2 people 

died in Borena Zone Dilo Woreda and in Teltele 

Woreda 4 houses are destroyed. Similarly in 

East Borena Zone Wachile Woreda fire disaster 

killed 53 goats.  

 In Amhara Region Waghemra Zone Dahan 

Woreda fire incident affected 23 people.  

 Benshangul Gumuz Region 5 houses fully 

destroyed and 1person died in Kurmuk Woreda 

and in Ura Woreda 5 farmers of 18kt sorghum, 

10kt soybean and 5kt nug destroyed. 

Drought  

 In Amhara Region 6,842 cattle, 10, 257 Shoats 

and 213 equine a total of 17, 312 animals are 

migrated to neighboring Kebeles of Ebnat, Qalis 

and Agesa from Central Gonder Zone of East 

Belesa Woreda.  

Heavy fall  

Incidence of heavy fall caused 1 person death in 

Oromia Region Jimma Zone. 

Hailstorm 

 In Oromia Region hailstorm destroyed 40ha 

perennial crop Kersa Woreda of Jimma Zone.  
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 8. Advisory Notes  
 

1. Based on Ethiopia Meteorology Institute the expected intensify and wide spread of rainfall after mid March 

2024 particularly over Southern and southeastern parts of the country expected to benefit the areas which 

is Belg is the main rainfall season for those areas. In line with this to use the expected moisture properly 

would have taken the proper action for each agricultural activities. For instance water harvesting both 

animal and human use, animal feed development and area enclosure for pasture development as well as 

planting crops. Furthermore over Belg rain benefiting areas of Northeastern, Eastern, Central and 

Southwestern parts also will be benefiting for Belg season agricultural activities like long cycle crop sowing, 

land preparation for the next season and perennial crop water requirement. Concerned bodies should be 

aware to take proper action to overtake the erratic character of Belg rainfall.  

2. Meanwhile, heavy amount of rainfall is likely to occur over Belg rain benefiting areas. This situation might 

create flash flood on which areas are not cover by grass or vegetation because of the previous dry period. 

In contrast the expected heavy fall in some places will have positive impact for water availability for 

livestock by collecting the runoff in ponds and other harvesting methods.  Thus concerned bodies should be 

aware to use timely the favorable condition. 

3. On the other hand the expected enhanced temperature would favor the occurrence of wildfire 

particularly in grass land and forest areas. Therefore the concerned personnel should undertake close 

monitoring and appropriate precaution measures in the process of fire use in order to avoid the outbreak 

of fire hazard ahead of time. 

4. According to the Ethiopian Metrology Institute's forecast, there will be sufficient rain in most Belg growing 

areas of the country during the next 10 days of March. Therefore, to take advantage of this unique 

opportunity, the execution of land preparation and sowing operations should be strengthened. 

5. During the current past season, focus should be given to the proper utilization of lands that are suitable for 

irrigation production to stabilize the food insecurity and market inflation of major consumable goods over 

the country. 

6. Stakeholders should work together to strengthen the surveillance and response systems for cholera, 

measles, and other diseases in Ethiopia. This includes improving case reporting, early detection, and timely 

response to outbreaks to prevent further spread. Enhance community engagement and education: 

Stakeholders should prioritize community engagement and education activities to raise awareness about 

the importance of vaccinations, hygiene practices, and disease prevention. 

7. Increase food support: Urgent action is needed to provide sufficient food support to areas experiencing 

shortages, especially to children, pregnant women, and lactating mothers. Collaborative efforts can be 

made with stakeholders to ensure that the necessary nutrition supply available for distribution. 
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Appendix I         

RAINFALL ANALYSIS   

OPTION 1:  DAKADAL RAINFALL ESTIMATE (mm) 
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As can be seen from LEAP software, in February 2024 better rainfall was observed over some places of southwestern 

southern and central and few places of northeastern parts of the country during the month. Accordingly, it is estimated 

that above 60 mm of rainfall occurred over parts of southwestern, southern and central and few places of northeastern 

parts of the country. Ranging from 3-60 mm rainfall was observed over most parts of Eastern, Southeastern, 

Northeastern and parts of Western, Northern and Southwestern as well as some parts of Central and  Southern 

Western, Eastern and Southeastern parts of the country. The remaining parts of Western, Northwestern and 

Southeastern showed below 3 mm or no rainfall. The estimated rainfall in February 2024 compared to the normal 

condition, normal and above normal rainfall was observed across most parts of Northeastern, Southern, Central and 

Eastern, parts of Western, Northern, Southwestern and Southeastern parts of the country; while the rest some parts of 

Southeastern, Western edge of the country,  Eastern, Northern  and Southwestern Ethiopia experienced below normal 

estimated rainfall. 



15 
 

Appendix II. Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) February 2024 
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As can be seen from NDVI pictures of February 2024(METEOSAT), the first ten days of February 2024 vegetation 

greenness as compared to the normal, large increment was shown over most parts of Southwestern and parts of   

Southern, Southeastern, Eastern highlands and partially in Western as well as few places of Northeastern and 

Central parts of the country. There was partial decrement of greeness over Northeastern, Central, parts of Eastern, 

few place of Southern , Northern and Western including pocket places of Southwestern parts of the country. In the 

second ten days  scatter decrement  was seen in Northeastern, Central, parts of Eastern and Southern as well as 

pocket places of Western part, in the rest part there was better increament of vegetation greenness  as similar to 

the 1st ten days. In the third week of the month vegetation greennees as compared to the previous ten days 

decrement was improved over Northeastern, Northern, Eastern and Central, but on the rest parts scatter 

decrement was seen over Southern and pocket places of Western parts of the country. On the other hand, 

vegetation greenneess increment was observed similarly as of the previous dekads. The remaining areas showed no 

change as compared to the normal in the month.  
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